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Dialogue Starters

Chapter 8 - Intimacy through Mutual Surrender

Capturing Offenses and Surrendering even the Pain:

From p. 97-98:

What decisions are you already surrendering to the Father?

What additional situations do you need to entrust to Him? 
Future location
Educational decisions
Timing regarding starting or educating your family
Decisions regarding aging parents
Housing decisions
Church decisions
Holiday decisions (balance between families)
Free time
Finances (both saving and spending)

Which of these are especially hard to surrender? Why?

  
From p. 101-102:

Who are married couples you already know who sharpen and encourage you? What couples do 
you need to get to know better?

Are there couples like this in your lives? What can the two of you do to influence them for good? 
At what point will you know that you need to limit interaction with a couple?

From p. 104:

What is an attitude or weakness in your life that has been evident since your childhood? What 
were situations at school that caused you embarrassment? Fear? Anger? Intimidation? Why? 
How did you handle it then? (Marriage has a way of uncovering qualities you thought were 
resolved.)

From p. 105:
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What is a time in which you asked forgiveness and saw your love grow for one another? How?

Are there past hurts still standing between the two of you? Was there something previously said 
or done that is still causing pain?

From p. 106:

Using the same guidelines described above, explain how you felt, not what she did to make you 
feel that way. You are in control of your feelings. Your feelings are not on a leash to be jerked by 
someone else. Because you control your feelings, you can be transparent. Do you feel:

Unappreciated or devalued?
Forced to talk when you had nothing to say?
Discouraged?
Rejected?
Like a failure?
That your control is threatened?
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