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Dialogue Starters
Chapter 2 - Intimacy through Overcoming Fear

Regarding Perfect Love that Never Fails:

From p. 23-25:
Using a Greek lexicon, search for 1 John 4:18. Using the interlinear help tab, look up the original
Greek for each word in this verse. Now, write out a word for word translation for the verse,
separating your definitions with dashes. We’ll begin the verse for you: “to be put in fear, alarm or
fright — no, absolute negative — there is — relation of rest, in — love or affection —...”

Now, create your own meditation of the verse. It might start something like this: “Fear absolutely
cannot rest in true love ...”

What insights did you discover regarding our Father’s idea of love? Have you had models of this
type of love in your life? Who? What example of love have you seen in other significant couples
you have known?

What are specific things you have learned about love from the marriages of others?

What are aspects that you want to stay away from?

What do you need to be doing to keep those from influencing your marriage?

The Greek word ballo (translated “casts out” in 1 John 4:18) is found 128 times in the New
Testament. Look at other verses that use this word. Study closely instances in which it is used in
both the Gospels as well as the Revelation of John. What are adequate synonyms? What is a
good visual example?

What is the emotion or the strength in which it is used?

Pull this image back into the idea of love casting out fear. What truths can you see?

From p. 27-28:
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Do you have anything in your history that you would feel embarrassed discussing with your
spouse? Admit to one another areas of any underlying fears. Here is a listing to get you started.
Fear of:

Failure

Success

Being wrong

Having no control
Being shut out
Being vulnerable
Loving unreservedly
Physical intimacy
Rejection

In what areas of your life do you feel most worthy of love? In what areas do you feel least
worthy?
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